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have foreseen the frightful climax, the personal
triumph of the one and the historic vindication of the
other.
After the Election of 1935 Baldwin brought the man
to whom he owed so much into the Executive. Duff
Cooper became Secretary of State for War. It was
the moment of Mussolini's aggression upon Ethiopia.
Duff Cooper3 a believer in an international order, who
saw the security of the British Empire gravely jeopar-
dized by unchecked aggression in any quarter, spoke
out at the very first Cabinet he attended in favour of
the strongest possible measures against Italy, He had
a record of war service and of him it could not be
said that he was willing and anxious to fight to the
last drop of the blood of other men. He must have
foreseen with the clearest sight the precipitous course
to which affairs were now drifting. For he took upon
himself the business of playing the alarmist when he
was unable, because of his ministerial rank, to define
the cause of the alarm.
Once, when appealing for recruits, he said it was
his duty "to frighten people out of their skins.55
To some his language seemed mere panic-mongering
sadism. He incurred plenty of devout reprobation
by attacking pacifist bishops. The way his mind
was working could be inferred from a speech he
made in Paris stressing the unity of interest between
Britain and France and the reality of their "alliance."
He had to try to indicate the dangerous and delusive
depths by pointing to the roadstead. But for this
speech the Liberal and Labour parties roasted him
in the House. Were we returning to the Balance
of Power? The offender sat on the Front Bench